INFLUENCING URBAN TRANSFORMATIONS
& ALTERING THE CONTEXT
BY DESIGN




UNDERMINING URBAN DESIGN ?



Mumbai’s development anarchy



DIVIDED AND FRAGMENTED CITIES



Mumbai’s development anarchy & fragmentation of the city




Slummification of the city
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Slummification of the city



SECTARIAN PROFESSIONALIZATION



Planning Area Design Builders
VS VS
Planners Urban Design Architects



PLANNING AND DESIGN RIGHTS



POPULARIZING DESIGN
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‘Open Mumbai’ Exhlbltlon
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Posters for a public campaigns in Sangharsh Nagar



CHANGING THE CONTEXT
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Puttmg the fort back in Bandra
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Bandra Waterfronts plan

being discussed on the promenade
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“Couples are a
big put oft”
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Winds of change SWeep across s Mumbai’

By Gunwanthi Balaram
MUMBALI: “In 4 city gasping for
breath, it is quite dreadful,” ob
Strves British architect and ‘Bom
bay boy' Pierre d'Avoine, “that
Mumbai's greatest open spaces, its
Saterfronts are being so vandalised
Thiat its people can derive little ben-
t from them.” Treated as dump-
rounds for debris, garbage and
Sewage, or as free sites for en
groachment, several of Mumbai's
walterfronts are actually shunned
by its residents. So, it is heartening
0 find some citizens’ groups and
architects launching join initi
tanurse their bit of waterfront
{0 Jifc —as in Bandra, for instance.

Walk along the Bandra water
front now, and you will find that the
denmatic black rocks along the old
Band Stand are rising from the de-
bris, as it were, as are the mangroves
off.Carter Road. What's more, a
few promenade is being construct-
d along these contours of scafront
b people can take a brisk walk and
#eta breath of fresh air

The Bandra project, on which
wirk started a couple of months
A, is part of architect and housing
sctivist PK. Das' masterplan for the
restoration of the city's waterfront.
Drawn up over two years ago, the
masterplan looks at the phased re
uvenation of three types of water
front areas—public spaces like
beaches and waterfront prome-
nades; native settlements like fish
g villages; and seaside hertage
precincts like the Worli, Mahim
Bandra and Vasai forts
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To begin with, he is seasibly tack-
ling public spaces. These include 14
independent schemes estimated to
costabout Rs 1 cror h 1o exe
cute. Committed 10 the aules of the
coastal regulation zone, the archi
tect is anti-reclamation and be
lieves instead that “it is important
10stop the abuse of our existing wa:
terfronts and work within the exist
ing realities to progressively restore
and preserve their natural beauty”

His restoration projects envisage
the creation of landscapad walkway
,edestrianisation, seating, lighting,
security, drainage, planting of suit-
able trees and shrubs and the istal
lation of plagues on the history of
the  waterfront/neighbourhiood
“Above all, they involve citizens’
participation in exccution’ and
maintenance.”

The Bandra scheme is being exc-
culed under the supervision of a
team of local residents’ associations
with an initial grant from Rajya
Sabha MP and actress Shabana

Azmi, She has donated Rs one
crore from her MP's constituency
development fund to the Bandra
Juhu waterfront development pro
gramme—Rs 30 lakhs cach for
Carter Road and Band Stand and
Rs 40 lakhs for Juhu.

‘We will mobilise donations to
carry on the upgradation work. and
collect a small monthly mainte-

ance fee from our 1,200 members
in the promenade. There
#ill be no entry fee and everybody

welcome to use the promenade,”
*ay Arup Sarbhadikary and Ka-
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vandalised waterfronts

mala Soni of the Bandra Band
Stand Residents” Association. *Im-
pressed by the work so far, new
sponsors are _coming forward,”
adds a Carter Road resident.

*I'm thrilled, my faith in the abili-
ties of the local citizens® groups and
the architect of the scheme has
been vindicated,” says Shabana
Azmi. “Such localised initiatives
afe the best alternative to large
arandios plans which move away
from citizens rather than draw
them in. They also cut across class
barriers,” maintains the MP, adding
that she intends to coatinue 10 sup-
port them in every way she can.

Work on the Juhu project will
commence next month, according
10 Ms Azmi. It envisages sprucing
up the beach as well as the ‘influ-
ence arcas', i.e. the Juhu-Tara Road
and the seven axis roads leading to
the beach, and creating a plaza
around the Shivaji statue with
proper sanitation facilities for both
hawkers and visitors.

Several agencies, including the
traffic police, the taximen's and
hawkers' unions, residents’ groups
and the National Airport Authority
have been consulted on the issue
and have agreed to cooperate in the
Rs 2.4 crore project, adds Mr Das.
‘The plans for the Dadar-Prabhade-
vi waterfront have also been
cleared by the BMC, and the archi-
tect and local citizens® groups are
discussing how best to implement
the programme. “Hopefully. it will
all come together. It's hard work,
but very rewarding.” he says.

rding.” he say A




RE-ENVISIONING CITIES
“EXPANDING PUBLIC SPACES”



CITY PLANNING
GOVERNED BY PUBLIC SPACES
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Open Mumbai’ Plan Networking Plan for Pimpri Chinad




“LET STREAMS OF OPEN SPACES
FLOW ACROSS URBAN LANDSCAPES”



Integrating Neighborhoods:
Let linear open spaces flow across urban landscapes
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Irla Nullah

Pimpri Chinchwad Central Park




NEIGHBORHOOD
BASED CITY PLANNING



EVOLVING “NEW IDENTITIES”



Building a New ldentity
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Re Envisioning Panchgani: Open Baramati :
A ‘Town Center’ & Pedestrianization plan Envisioning the Town Centre and its Public Spaces



BUILDINGS
BEING PART OF THE PUBLIC SPACES STRUCTURE



Expanding Public Spaces: buildings being part of open spaces structure

Balnagari at Pimpri Chinchwad Center for Performing Arts
at Pimpri Chinchwad



Expanding Public Spaces: buildings being part of open spaces structure

Ashoka Market and Railway Station Precinct, Aquarium at Pimpri Chinchwad
Bhubaneshwar



Expanding Public Spaces: buildings being part of open spaces structure
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Dadar Railway Station




Cities are a huge depository of multiple and pluralistic ideas
Networking and unification of cities would provide space for varied expressions

Transformations through design would lead to a new architecture of cities



