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URBAN PLANNING AND OPEN DATA RIGHT

Objectives:

SHARING LAND & RESOURCES
STITCHING THE FRAGMENTS

Way Forward:

POPULARISING URBAN PLANNING & DATA
MAPPING URBAN LANDSCAPES
TURNING BACKYARDS INTO PROUD FORECOURTS
ACTING LOCALLY THINKING GLOBALLY

Achievement:

DEEPENING DEMOCRACY
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BEACH CONSERVATION
AND-NOURISHMENT

‘Open Mumbai’ Exhibition
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PP Promenades, Plazas

PROMENADES & PLAZAS | BEACHES | RIVERS & NULLAHS | MANEROVES. CREEKS & WETLANDS I I-IIB, PONDS & TANKS | PARKS, GARDENS, RECREATION & PLAYGROUNDS

If All Goes As Planned, Bandra's Coastline Will Soon Get Its Fourth Promenade After Bandstand, Carter Rd & Land's End
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Citizens, With Help From Judiciary, Restored Beach’s Glory. But Lack Of Govt Will To Evict Temporary Encruachers Means The Fight Continues

COAST IS CLEAR:
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Crowd pleasers along the coastline

10 years ago, Bandra residents lit the ‘Mumbai makeover' torch by transforming the coastline into promenades
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Mumbai's natural assets include four rivers that, among other functions, serve as natural drains for rainwater. Years of
neglect and misuse have narrowed them into stinking nullahs. Is another disaster, like 26/7, waiting to happen?

We need to rescue our rivers now

i the river today at Vakola

Pronoti Datta | T

e first time mast Mumbakars learnt
of he it Rivor s aftorth lots
of July e city receiv
SAaiam of Faimail In 34 hourgand 1
{5 s thot insucd 81 peupledicd:

Tl Mithi — £l then dismissed as 2 sludgeilled

nullsh that generted a powerfal stench from

‘Mabion to Bansa. Kuria, Kalina and beyond — was

notiod becauso i ad vertend

Mum! o Just four rivers, a fact
many ire unsware of. esides the MKhL there are

e Dabisar,Polsar ani Osvrs rivers, ol o

snd covering 15 lakh s m. Like

e i, he others o0 e been e an

ed 10 the width of nullals by garbage and ef

Fluents that for years have been dumped by slums

and tndustries on thelr banks. Siums themselves
ncraach onio riverbanks,
A the floads o, thl ot isaatross
T a vital fan

Rs 790 cr later, Mithi’s bitter tale persists

National Park

DAHISAR RIVER

Gorai Creek

Versova Creek

MITHI RIVER
Mahim Bay

ARABIAN SEA

Powai Lake

FOUR RIVERS
COURSE
THROUGH
MUMBAI

Pranct Datta | s

unde fire fromactivisison
taining wall
Janak Daftary, a member of
the NGO Milhi Nadi Sansa,
is part of n PIL azainst th

Muni taining wall. “Th

i oocs and rh Fol.  ealls stop tidal

g m-  reaching mangroves” he says,
vcke o hefoct Bat i painting ot Lna the wall 1

or lweed n ts midst, ivor ot a realsoutio

that quicily over time had

TheMithi River was made

nonsoon season. But averthe
the city

fist on the naturl nsset,  causing

choking it with consruction urbe.

deluge,
lLamed

becoming_widely
for overflowing and
whem in the sub.

The|

THETIMESOF INILY

MUMBAI
FOR ME

Pronati Datta | T

closa to its rivers,
with citizens being
able o in

These natural assets.
dream of conservationists. But.
Tooking at our four rivers today —

the Mithl, Oshiwara, Dahisar and
Polsar — It wouldayt e amiss to say
this dream will remain just

city has mistroated its riv-
ers, reducing them to little more
than nullahs along vast strotches

eservd o i sl o e banks
of 1 mof
i it

Efforts to reclaim rivars and

Ira i
same locations. Since 1
\nting isads o 208 Mich drede
ing and desilting has been a work

Tie revival of the Irla
nullal s aniother exampleaf com
ity driven develapment and in
tegration. TOI presented the Irla
example In the Mareh 24 edition
Jul’s residents got encroach
ments around the rullah remaved
four ywars g0 and procsred fund

5

and dirtied by shums and factories
that line their banks Garbage and
effluents flow freely in the water
ora-
th

Activists say the rivers' ro
tion, which is ey to

projeet, designed by architect P
Das. envisions cycling and walking
g the nullah and con
Racting the strete to neighbour
hoads and ot ic spces, (n

imvolved because, after all it is the

Ashoke Pandit aker and
resitent of Julu who is involved

in their natsral assatsand also use
i

the monsoan, residents intend to

mlier of the
Milhi Nl Somco, say that o
cating even, children about the im-
[ A el

cut by authorities. He adds that the
BMC s currently clea .
Iah and constructing walls along
e Sk e

TIMES CITY

IMES OF 1N

PROMENADES & PLAZAS | BEACHES | RIVERS & NULLAHS | MANBHOVE& CREEKS & WETLANDS I I.IIES. PONDS & TANKS | PARKS, GARDENS, RECREATION & PLAYGROUNDS

Call for Mumbaikars to join fight to
restore the city's rivers and nullahs and
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> Mangroves

Creeks & Wetlands

Mangroves safeguard Mumbai from erosion and floods. But they fall prey to land-grabbers. A look at efforts to save them
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Developing leisure zones along mangroves & creeks may protect these ecosystems from abuse and increase open spaces

MANGROVE MAKEOVERS
COULD SAVE GREENERY
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Kamala Raheja Vidyanidhi Institute for Architecture * PK Das & Associates, Architects * Mumbai Waterfronts Centre

Research Sponsor: ICICT Prudential

Contacts: anirudh,
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MAPPING URBAN LANDSCAPES




OPEN SPACES & NATURAL AREAS
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TURNING BACKYARDS INTO PROUD
FORECOURTS




Commercial Hustle on Foothpaths

PROPOSED NETWORK OVERVIEW FOR JUHU
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JUHU 10TH ROAD

JUHU,
CHOWPATTY, |
|

st 3 Oval maidans i |
walkway along Irla nala )
titutions and amenities
enhance facilities
ins, re-develop slums

participation and governance )
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Cheonggyechean, Stream

Cheonggyecheon, Siream Las Ramblas, Barcelona, Spain KOLIWADA -

VISION JUHU — Neighborhood base Panning
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SEAFRONT DEVELOPMENT AT BANDSTAND

PUBLIC TOILET

BANDSTAND ROAD e
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ROCKS PARK

SAND BED ART COURT ROCKS PATHWAY

CENTRAL GARDEN
PARKING
PATHWAY

MASTER PLAN
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ACTING LOCALLY THINKING GLOBALLY




OPEN MUMBAI PLAN

BRIECTIVES

OPEN
MUMBAI

OPEN MUMBAI' PLAN ELEMENTS




BANDRA BANDSTAND

WATERFRONTS
Bandra Bandstand Mumbai



CARTER ROAD. MUMBAI




BANDRA FORT

HERITAGE PRECINCTS & HILLS
Land’'s End Mumbai



CREEKS AND MANGROVES
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Proposed Development at Sherman
g Creek, Manhattan
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Mangrove forest in Laem Phak Bia, Ban
Laem, Phetchaburi, Thailand
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PROPOSED PLAN Weedon Island, St. Petersburg, Florida
INTERNATIONAL EXAMPLES
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Putt!ng the fort back in Band

ON this waterfront, there is certainly no Marion Brando, but the people
of Bandra Bandstand certainly have their own heroes.

It is to the credit of these heroes who set about saving a coastiine
that had been endangered by indiscriminate dumping. The movement
took off with the Mohalla committee, which was formed in 1983, when
a group of people started taking ——
an interest in civic problems. They |
formed the Bandra Bandstand |
Residents Association in 1996,
which was later converted 1o a
trust in 2000.

The blatant dumping of rubbish
along their precious coastline out-
raged the sensibilities of the local
residents who had earlier fought it |
out in the court and got 1,500
trucks of debris removed from the |-
area facing the Bandstand Fon
Once this was done the group |
moved ahead to try and reclaim |
whatever was left of the coastiine
The idea was to preventitfrom en-
croachments, particularly those
that had come up in the area
around the Searock hotel.

The citizens had already con-
ceived of a promenade, prepared a plan and wofrked with architect PK
Das, who designed and implemented it. Plans were approved by the
BMC, MSRDC, collector, and other concemed bodies. The funds were
provided by S 2 Sabha, under the MPLAD scheme
for the infrasiructure. But seeing the manner in which the work was
* proceeding, and the effort being poured by the locals, more money was
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CITIZENS

MOVEMENTS

Citizens inspire Bandra face-lift

WESTSIDE

invested into the project.

The construction startad in May 1999. Exactly one year later May
2000 saw the Naval Police Band inaugurate the promenade at band-
stand. Then came the Art fair on November 27, 2000. This was fol-
lowed by a party for the under-privileged children in December 2000.
An interactive play to highlight the pmblems of the common man was
held next on the May 5 2001

The variety of events held atthe
promenade has brought the citi-
zens closer to each other and
there is a growing sense of ca-
maraderie among all those who
come hera. They voluntarily stap
people from creating nuisance,
throwing rubbish as they have
developed a sense of ownership.

The promenade is now almost
complete, and a 1.6 km stretch of
| reclaimed land, from Bandstand
to St.Andrews Church comer, has
been saved from certain disaster
Encroachment and other such
nuisances would have cerainly
} destroyed the entire already en-
dangered coastiine.

“The people have developed a
good trust and funds are slowly
trickling in.”. The association and
locals are toevery i inB to pay Rs 20 per
month. Apart from this certain sponsors have taken a keen interest
and have contributed towards the development of gardens and other
fealures.

If this example is emulated, a number of public spaces will be re-
claimed by the people, for the people.
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ON THE
WATERFRONT

Reclaiming Mumbai's Open Spaces

MUMBAI'S
OPEN SPACES

Maps & A Preliminary Listing Document

/ision Juhu
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TIMES CITY

CREEKS & WETLANDS | LAKES, PONDS & TARKS | PARKS, GARDENS, RECREATION & PLAYGROUNDS

Mangroves safeguard Mumbai from erosion and floods. But they fall prey to land-grabbers. A look at efforts to save them

Vigilant citizens battle to

Locals go green: Some
battles won, others lost

Developer made
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‘ACITYISA
COLLABORATIVE

ENDEAVOUR’

Open Mumbai: Let’s
Expand Public Spaces, is
a series of vision plans
for a cleaner, greener,
better planned Mumbai,
mounted by architecture
firm P. K. Das &
Associates and the
Mumbai Waterfronts
Centre, currently on
display at a city gallery.
Das, Chairperson of the
MWC, tells us what it
will mean to you if the
plans are ever
sanctioned to be
translated into reality.

SANJIVNAIR
smdmai@mid-day.com

What inspired the vision plan for
Open Mumbai: Let’s expand public
spaces? How long have you been
toying with the idea?

‘The inspiration comes from the con-
dition of Mumbai. The quality of life
is deteriorating, and as the city
expands, public space is shrinking.
Therefore it is important to have a
positive change. We have been
working on it for 15 years. Whether
it is Bandra Bandstand, Carter Road
or any of the numerous other proj-
ects which we have been working
on, it has been a transformation in
the making. During the last one
year, these individual efforts have
come together. Lessons learnt from
various citizen’s movements we
have been a part of have culminated
into this exhibition.

How can the project be executed?

The project has 2 principle parts —
Part 1 is about the areas in which
the changes have already been

implemented — Juhu Beach, Carter
Road, Bandra Bandstand and
Gateway of India — and our learn-
ings from these projects. Nearly 50
per cent of the envisioned plan
therefore has already been complet-
ed. Part 2 of the projects is built on
the strength of these learnings. The
second phase proposes similar sim-
ple ideas that can be executed in
other areas. These incorporate proj-
ects which are grounded in reality.

What is the fundamental guiding
principle for the project?

The basis of the project is conserva-
tion, renovation, recycling and
replanning. It is important to under-
stand that we are speaking of
integrating the project within the
existing realities of the city. It is not
amega project, but acombination of
small and doable projects. The
attempt is to double our open public
spaces. We are attempting to create
nearly 500 kilometres of green open
spaces, which will be utlised as
walking and cycling tracks. These
spaces will be dotted with gardens
and water parks. These spaces will
not operate in a silo; they will all be
connected to each other, creating a
vast network of green open space
that extends from Andheri to
Chembur; from Mahim to Colaba. It
will connect all parts of the city and
will facilitate social networking in
the real world. The rationale is to
have people enjoy and truly identify
with the city. It is important to
democratise Mumbai’s open spaces.

Will large-scale changes need to be
made to the layout of the city
itself? Will it extend to changes in
residential areas as well?

The plan we have put together does
not displace. It does not call for
major replacement of populations.
It just requires small reconfigura-
tions in the plans of certain city
pockets. At the exhibition you can
see a model of a similar reconfigura-
tion in the Juhu area plan we have
proposed. We do not look at projects
from a top-down perspective. We
look at cities from the bottom-up,
where each area plan reflects the
identity and need of its residents.
Over the years each neighbourhood
in Mumbai has developed its own
identity. Our aim is to preserve this
individuality. Therefore the plan
necessitates the need for personali-
sation of neighborhoods.

How has the Government respond-
ed to your vision?

They have been extremely support-
ive. Chief Minister Prithviraj Chavan
was extremely moved, especially
since this was the first time he saw
Mumbai the way we see it. Some
important bureaucrats were present
during the inauguration and he had
an immediate discussion with them
on how they can take it forward.
Uddhav Thackeray has already
brought together corporators to
take this up with proper plans
chalked out, replete with deadlines.
So the ball has already started
rolling. 1 am hoping that the support
continues.

How lang would a project of thu
take to get

How much will it cost?

The complete budget is Rs 2,500

crore, which for a project of this

magnitude is actually quite less. The

maximum period for its execution is

about 10 years.

A lot of work which you have done
exemplifies a successful marriage
of social development and archi-
tecture. If this project were
sanctioned would it be your great-
est challenge and achievement?
(Laughs) I am sure that if we
achieve this it would be a great
achievement for everybody in
Mumbai. But it is important to
understand that a city is a collabora-
tive endeavour. No one person can
consider anything in it his own per-
sonal accomplishment. Amartya
Sen once said that ‘it is public action
that influences governments’. And
this is an ideology we have worked
with for all these years. Bandra
Bandstand’s redevelopment was a
public initiative. It was started with-
out the government’s support. Over
the last couple of counts, the city's
population has dropped from 12.5
crore to 11.8. I hope it is a flash in
the pan as I don't want population
to drop in Mumbai. I wish for it to
stabilise. I would never want to have
people leave the city thinking they
would be better off elsewhere.

AT: NGMA, Mahatma Gandhi Road,
Near Regal Cinema, Fort

TILL: Saturday, April 7, Tuesday to
Sunday, from 11am to 6pm
TICKETS: Indians — Rs10; Foreign
Nationals — Rs150;
Students/Children — Rsl

CALL: 22881969

LOGONTO:
www.ngmaindia.gov.in
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