




















11/15/2017 The 'Equal Streets' Movement in Mumbai - The Nature of Cities 

Cities cannot be planned to merely have 

large landscapes or gardens and parks. 

Jane Jacobs in her various writings has 

discussed this issue in depth. Big parks or 

open spaces do not necessarily improve 

the quality of life and daily experiences of 

most people living in cities. What matters 

most is a series of small initiatives 

intertwined with their neighborhoods and 

well connected with other such spaces in 

adjoining areas for easy accessibility and 

engagement. These ideas would have to 

be consciously included into urban 

planning and design proposals. Streets are 

one such element that connects one area 

with the other, while enabling social 

networks and an opportunity for improving 

the environment. 
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