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Participation and the role of Green and Open Space in Cities

Towards a
Democratic Ecology
of Cities

PKDAS

Architect - Activist



Open spaces
must form the basis of
city planning



Placing natural assets
in
public domain



INTERNATIONAL EXAMPLES

Boardwalks at Miam

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia Vermilion County wetland, Illinois
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Developing
green connectors
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Open spaces planning
as an effective
democratic instrument



A ¢ commumty effort scripts a a success story

THE development of the sea-
front at Carter Road and Bandra
Bandstand has won international
recognition, with the receipt of this
year’s award instituted by the Wash-
ington-based Waterfront Centre for
Waterfront Development Projects.
Selected among entries from all
over the world, the award recognises
the efforts of an entire community
to ‘retrieve its waterfront for ll\c
public’.

A few years ago, the 4.5-km
stretch of the Bandra seafront was
little more than a dumping ground,
sewage disposal area and thickly
peopled by encroachers. It was P K
Das, an architect by profession and
also among the architects of the
save-the-waterfront scheme, who
took up the cause of the depleting
open spaces in Mumbai and con-
ducted an extensive study of Mum-
bai’s waterfronts. Soon, the Bandra
West  Residents’  Association
(BWRA), the Bandra Bandstand
Residents Trust (BBRT), P K Das &
Associates and Member of Parlia-
ment Shabana Azmi came together

FOR ME
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after the redevel t work

followed is a classic success story of
citizens’ civic efforts.

“We felt we needed to do some-
thing to protect our water-fronts,”
says Darryl D’Monte, president of
BWRA and noted environmental

activist. “So we got together and
forged a partnership.” Das handled

We need to rescue our rivers now

coust s car

WINNING BACK JUHU

BUT BATTLE TO SAVE BEACH NEVER ENDS

Azmi contributed nearly Rs 1 crore
from her MP’s (local area develop-
ment) funds and the residents took
up the cause as one they all held
dear.

That was perhaps when the mis-
sion’s success was assured — For the
flrst time, different organisations
ed in together. The govern-
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Mumbai's natural assets include four rivers that, among other functions, serve as natural drains for rainwater. Years of
neglect and misuse have narrowed them into stinking nullahs. Is another disaster, like 26/7, waiting to happen?

By

ment in the shape of the MHADA
and the private citizens’ forums
worked in co-ordination fo restore
the picturesque coastlime at Band-
stand and Carter Road. The results
of the redevelopment efforts are in
plain sight — palm trees, amphithe-
atres, a children’s park, an art court.

Having re-designed the facade,
there was still the question of main-
tenance. That’s where Harsh Mari-
walla -of Marico Industries con-
tributed his bit. Marico Industries
has so far spent almost Rs 25 lakh
towards the beautification drive and
planted more than 30 species of
palm trees. That’s where the name
Palm Promenade at Carter Road
comes from. Another corporate, US
Vitamins, contributes to the main-
tenance of Bandstand.

The seafront has gradually
grown into a buzzing cultural ce ntr-.
where concerts, yoga and tai-chi ses-
sions and plays are held. “There’s
play every Friday, and in January
2003 we will be organising a major
concert and a carnival too,” says
D’Monte.

— UJJAYINI DAS

Winds of change SWeep across Mumbal S
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M Mangroves, Creeks & Wetlands
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1groves safeguard Mumbai from erosion and floods. But they fall prey to land-grabbers. A look at efforts to save them

Vigilant citizens battle to
PROTECT THE PROTECTORS
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cals go green: Some
ttles won, others lost
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MUMBAL: “In a city gmpmg for
{ breath, it is quite dreadful.” ob-
strves British architect and ‘Bom-
bay boy' Pierre d'Avoine, “that
Mumbai's greatest open spaces, its
Saterfronts are being so vandalised
at its people can derive little ben-
£fit from them.” Treated as dump-
mg grounds for debris, garbage and
sewage, or as free sites for en-
groachment, several of Mumbai's
walterfronts are actually shunned
by its residents. So, it is heartening
10, find some citizens' groups and
architects humm?joim iitiatives
tanurse their bit of waterfront back
{p Jife —as in Bandra, for instance.

Walk along the Bandra water-
frent now, and you will find that the
deamatic black rocks along the old
Band Stand are rising from the de-
b, as it were, as are the mangroves
off.Carter Road. What's more, a
new promenade is being construct-
d along these contours of seafront
$b people can take a brisk walk and
gel a breath of fresh air.

The Bandra project, on which
whrk started a couple of months
g0, is part of architect and housing
activist PK. Das’ masterplan for the

ion of the city's o

Drawn up over two years ago, the
masterplan looks at the phased re-
juvenation of three types of water-
front arcas—public spaces like
beaches and waterfront Emmc-

nades; native settlements like fish
\ng villages; and seaside heritage
precincts like the Worli, Mahim,
Bandra and Vasai forts

WIZF.NS‘WALK.NW”“:MSM

To begin with, he is sensibly tack-
l public spaces. These include 14
ndent schemes estimated to
cou about Rs 1 crore cach 1o exe-
cute. Committed to the rules of the
coastal regulation zone, the archi-
tect is anti-reclamation and be-
lieves instead that “it is impartant
10 stop the abuse of our existing wa-
terfronts and work within the exist-
ing realities to progressively restore
and rve their naturdl beauty”.
His restoration projects cavisage
the creation of landscapad walkway
, edestrianisation, scating, lighting,
security, drainage, planting of suit-
able trees and shrubs and the instal-
lation of plaques on the huﬁ'y ol
the

vandalised waterfronts

mala Soni of the Bandra Band
Stand Residents’ Association. “Im-
pressed by the work so far, new
sponsors are coming forward,”
adds a Carter Road resident.

*I'm thrilled, my faith in the abili-
ties of the local citizens’ groups and
the architect of the scheme has
been vindicated,” says Shabana
Azmi. “Such localised initiatives
are the best alternative to large
grandiose plans which move away
from citizens rather than draw
them in. They also cut across class
barriers,” maintains the MP, adding
that she intends to continue to sup-
port them in every way she can.
_'LWork on the Juhu project will

“Above all, they involve al&cns
participation in exccution’ and
maintenance.”

‘The Bandra scheme is being exe-
cuted under the supervision of a
team of local residents’ associations
with an initial grant from Rajya
Sabha MP and actress Shabana
Azmi. She has donated Rs one
crore from her MP's constituency
development fund to the Bandra-
Juhu waterfront development pro-
gr:mme—Rs 30 lakhs each for

Carter Road and Band Stand and
Rs 40 lakhs for Juhu.

“We will mobilise donations to
carry on the lation work, and
collect a small monthly mainte-
nam:c fee from our 1,200 membcrs

next month, according
10 Ms Azmi. It envisages sprucing
up the beach as well as the ‘influ-
ence areas’, i.e. the Juhu-Tara Road
and the seven axis roads leading to
the beach, and creating a plaza
around the Shivaji statue with
1 sanitation facilities for both
ers and visitors.

Several agencies, including the
traffic police, the taximen's and
hawkers' unions, residents’ groups
and the National Airport Authority
have been consulted on the issue
and have agreed to cooperate in the
Rs 2.4 crore project, adds Mr Das.
“The plans for the Dadar-Prabhade-
vi waterfront have also been
cleared by the BMC, and the archi-
tect and local citizens' groups are

5 tain the There
-\nll be no entry fee and everybody  the programme.
el 10 use the
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y Arup Sarbhadlkm and Ka-

how best to nmrlcmcm

. “Hopefully, it il
all come together. It's hard work,
but very rewarding.” he says. 5.



Dynamic ecology
of cities
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Democratizing
ecology of cities



TIN

IES CITY

Path-breaking: Residents eager
to reclaim streetscape on Sunday

THE ROAD AHEAD

Cycling, Yoga
Enthusiasts
Are All Set

Tiraes Nowes Ne rwors.

atriclaScans will be

)lhew erly in the
marning. So will

Falsal Thakur Dr

Brian Pinto  amd
many ot ber residents of Ban-
dra, Santa Cruz and nearby
areas. To these Mumbaikars
the idea of a whilefiee
65km strétch In the nelgh-
bourbood an a Surday morm-
Ing, a5 propased by the Bqual
Streets mavement, 1s an ex-
citingpropositionasitwillak
hwilemio findnewthingsto
do and explore the area In

peace.

“I've been Keeping track
of the information provided
1y TOLand will definitely be
thereeary onSunday Ireally
want totry the yoga,and will
2e1 my daughter along toa,”
says Seans, a62-yearakd San-
ta Cruz resident. She has
beenaiming toattend a work-
shop arganisad by The Yoga
Institute and says this Sur
dayis the besttime todo that
a5 the institute will be arga-
nizingfree sesslons.

The Equal Street move
ment istheculminationof ef-

DUAL STRED
> Createasake
walking space

orts by varlons NGO, think
tanks, citizens’ sssoclatlons

ard  cyeling ps. The
movement s supparted by
The Times of Indla. It In-
wolves closing a 6 5km Ban-
dra-Santa Crizstretch toma-
tarized traffic for four hours
every Sunday marning fram
Tam tollamand encouraging
cltizens to re-imagine their
wads as openalr dance st
dios, art and culture hubs,
gymnsiums and yoga insti-
tutes.

Bardm resident Dr Pinto
says thattheldea of kavinga
carfree wone s brilliant.
“Bardra, like the rest of
Mumbal, kas become a com-
plete mess. 1t 1s a rellef to
heve an area where there Is

S

A Citizens’ Movement

no smoke, fumes, taffie
nolse ar cars speeding every
way possible,” says Pinto,
who Is excited about cyeling.
“If 1 was younger, I'd have
loved to have a go at skating!
I'm also hoping there are

When you make your way
1 Linking Aoad brightand
early this Sunday,
remember to leave your
car at home. With parking
space along the Bandra-
Santa Cne stretch beiny
fimied, using public
Yansportor waking over
incase you five nearby,

| would be the most
convenient options. Not
having a vehide © worry
about ensures you gat the
most out of the car-free
hours this Sunday

same lovely music pro-
grammes.” hesays.

Peaple like to be seen do-
ing things, says Raksha
Hegde, who runsa communi-
ty Initiative called Formless,
which pushes peapke to doyao-
ga and fun things outdoors.
“They like an Initlathe that
sends out a happy vibe and
nat a preachy ane,™ says
Hegde, wha recently orga-
nised two snch events inthe
ity 108 Surya Namaskarsat
Juhu Beach ard Cycle To A
Secret Yoga Class in Marine
Drive.“Themareyou tap into
people ingroups, the mareen-
thuslasm they have for iL”
she says. An earmarked
spaoe works well for her
canse. “Bandra hasa veryac-

tive vibe. We can arganise an
OM' chemtingséssionorgeta
group to play droms ar the
flute, which adds to the envi-
ranment,” says an exclted
Iegde, full of ldes for the
space.

Bardra boy Armaan Ga-
Ia, who recently won the sil-
vermedalin theunder 16cat-
egary of the sacand Cannes
Youthehess touwrnament he
al St Marguerite, Franece,
feels the Initiative will help
promate the game In the city.
“Chess s not such a popular
gamelike cricketandfootball
In Mumbal”™ says Gala.
Abraad, Galanotioad that he
oould have a conversation
with a taxt driver sbout
chess, which 1sn't the case
back home In south India,
parents push kids towards
the game because of Vishwa-
nathan Anand “In Mumbal,
same dan’'t know sbout the
game. " addsGala, whohopes
an Initiative like the Equal
Streets movement will get
people talking about the
game

To Falsal Thakur, avid ey-
clist and awner of Prad Bicy-
cle Stodia, children and
adults will have a greal time
at samething lke this. “It is
Increasingly getting difflcult
Sorchildrento be able tamave
and play freely now.I'd love to
have ithappen every Sunday,
and am exclted toattend it.”
hesays

MOVEMENT WILL HELP STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY FEELING, SAY FAMOUS LOCALS

TIMES CITY | EQUAL STRE
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the first Sunday of the Equal

15,000 r:ricipants at | -
w

21 Members
of the Polce:
Band atthe

imuguration

10 Minutes
tuakiorthe

workshops _toes smw was

) RIGHT ANGLE: Yoga hd many takers, itheveryone fom

acties 2 the event

sesslors on
«J breathing. asanas and the philasophy of the discipline

Bandra-Santacruz 6.5km Loop Comes
Alive As City Maximizes Its Sunday

Taves News Nerwone
£ a pictire could tell &
I ¥

a  ryingaboutehicks,

said M
e et
Mulda, were among the ecr}
bics o gt cycles on et ot
semich,

vl thedrehildrentostoryed)
ingandcrafts art

corner “The bestpartisthat we

FROM THE STREET

Chalk-A-Bloc on I.mlung Road

tstarted witha Thanks
Mumbailt. Soon, it spread
to cover muct
with peogle penning v
messages and doadiing onthe [
radwihcdound hukc
redentseemn
iehta was wonderinghow
cletraethe iden brhmn
Equal Streets. ted to
ik ey forsomething

Sunday.” said Mehta. As
cean india

streets,” said Mehta. Curious.
onloakers borrowed chalks
fram her and came back

and Mambal spirt flled the
ad, tratfc aiso siowed
down. "Wie will come back

0 "l couldn't
getmore chalkasitwasa  waytodothis.” said hehta.
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